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There is not many times that all the readingstierweekend come together in
a common theme. This weekend it seems we are @bileng all three readings
together into a kind of common thread. We couletalittle from each reading and
make a summary of all of them into one.

From the first reading, we could take “You shait oppress an alien, for you
were once aliens yourself.” From the second readusgcan take “you became
imitators of us and of the Lord, so that you becanneodel for all believers.” And
from the gospel we use “You shall love the LordyiyGod, with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and yshall love your neighbor as
yourself.

Let me tell you two stories and see if you cartliem together with the
readings.

My wife has an uncanny knack of helping complétargyers and turning
them into friends. One time while she was at workMal-Mart, a young couple
came up to her and the man was looking for a gaorange shorts. She took the
request in stride and began a conversation wittmtl&he found out they were
students at St Norbert’s College and that they virera the Ukraine.

Well they gave Joan their telephone number andlirgot together and met.

We found out their names were Michael and Oksana.
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It was near Christmas time and we found out they wwere just a little

homesick and were sad not to be with their famiiighe holidays. So we invited
them over to spend some time with our family.

About the same time, | went to a seminar and drileeospeakers was from
the Ukraine. | asked her what might be some mealowdd prepare that would be
good for our newfound friends. She gave me sonmasiaad then told me
something that would make them feel at home.

She said to bake some bread into a ring and tlacea dish with a small
bowl of salt in the middle of the ring. We weredter it to them as they walked
into our house. It seemed like a strange thingotbut we thought we would try it.

The day arrived that they came to our house andffeeed the bread and salt
platter to them. Oksana seemed to look at it ibalisf and Michael looked
shocked at the plate presented to him. | coulcadear in his eye and thought to
myself did | do something wrong and | ask thenméyt were ok. Michael asked
how could we have known that this is how family &mneinds would welcome each
other into their homes in their country and thatais the first time they felt at home
in this country. After we ate Michael seen a gwtarhad and ask if he could play
it, and we were treated to songs from their hontkelanfew weeks later, they

joined us at Midnight Mass and we became family.
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My second story is about Carmen Sanchez, theafitme of my fellow

deacons, Luis Sanchez. Carmen had gone to Mexigsitdher family when she
had a major stroke. She was paralyzed on one $ider vody and was unable to
speak. By the time she was able to come back horGeden Bay she was having a
hard time walking , was not able to use one ofitagrds, and still had problems
with her speech.

| had talked with Luis a few months after Carmad otten back and he told
me she was really depressed and having a hardItimention to Luis that | was
having a prayer service with the kindergarten astdgiade and that we would be
praying for her. | told Luis that if she felt upiteshe was most welcome to come to
the service. He did not think she could but he wdadep it in mind.

| revealed to Luis that the two classes had madeegjifts for Carmen and we
would send them to her after the service. The dalgeoprayer service as we were
getting ready to start, some of Carmen’s familylkedlinto church with Carmen
walking with a cane. | asked Carmen’s brother w la do one of the readings in
Spanish and then I did it in English.

Toward the end of the service, the children prese@armen with the gifts
they made and some roses. Then the two classesaamnby her, held out their

hand and sang a blessing over her. Even thougbashe not speak well, the tears



30" Sunday in Ordinary Time Oct 2&008 4
In her eyes said it all. | talked with Luis a feve&ks after the prayer service and

he told me that it was after that day that Carmarted to recover at an amazing
rate. He told me that the prayers of the childremegust what she needed to
strengthen her faith as well as her body.

Our religious tradition is founded in love, we a®fmom a God who is love,
So it is in our very nature to love and be loveck vay sometimes think it is easier
to love God than to love others. It may actuallyjus# the opposite; we show we
love God by loving what God loves. If our love sgiving as God'’s love, we will
care for the widows, orphans, and aliens. We w#idf the hungry, visit the sick, aid
those who are suffering, and make certain thatave la healthy environment for
those who come after us.

Love is the groundwork of the reign of God, ang ihfectious. When we
love others, the reign of God will spread arourglorld. Kindness shown to
others is a form of evangelization, proclaimingdeuthen any words could ever do
that the reign of God has been established. Ting#$us to the questions of the

week.

What actions or vigble characteristics of your life-style have the most influence

on others?

How can you make sure that your actions bear witness to the values Jesus lived

and taught?



